West solders the petrol tank of the Vincent
HRD on which he was eighth in the 1936
Senior TT. He recalls playing the ]
blowlamp near the tank ‘to frighten off
some chaps from the press’

Below: Jock West at Brands Hatch in 1948
astride the first post-war 350cc AJS 7R
‘Boy’s Racer’ produced by AMC. The
session at Brands and a run on local roads
in Kent was the only pre-production
testing the machine had, according to West

PROFIIABLE
DAYS AT
PLUMSTEAD

Jock West, the successful road racer who became a sales

executive, talks about his days at AMC to Mick Duckworth

TO progress from being a successful
racer to holding a senior job in the
motorcycle industry is an achievement
that many must have dreamed of but
few have realised. Jock West did it,
when he became sales manager at
Associated Motor Cycles after making
his mark on international road racing
and then joined AMC’s board as sales
director. West did a great deal more
than just selling motorcycles, however,
and job titles fail to reflect his true
influence at AMC during the period
when the company was the world’s
biggest motorcycle manufacturer.

Born to Scottish parents, John Milns
West grew up in Belvedere, a
south-eastern suburb of London not far
from Plumstead, where the Matchless
factory — later to be AMC’s
headquarters — was located. On
leaving Erith grammar school, he
joined the local firm of Fraser and
Chalmers as a trainee in engineering;:
the works was engaged in the
manufacture of heavy equipment such
as hoists for the mining industry. He
persevered with his training for five
years, despite temptations to seek his
fortune in the British empire. A chance







